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Fire Metaphors:  Jefferson and Tacitus


	Annales
	Latin
	Thomas Gordon trans.
	Jefferson Comparator

	15.38.2
	quibus id merconium inerant, quo flamma alitur, simul coeptus ignis et statim validus av vento citus longitudinem circi corripuit.
	“where beginning amongst shops, in which were kept such goods as are proper to feed the fury of fire, it grew instantly outrageous; and being also aided by fresh force from the wind, it devoured the whole extent of the circus.”

	“Without doubt England will give money to produce and to feed the fire which should consume this country.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  J. to John Jay, Sept, 19, 1789.  J. speaks of the early stages of the French Revolution.  Cf. Ash (2018) on A. 38.2:  T. is here “personifying the fire as hungry predator.”  J. is often in the business of describing Great Britain in predatory terms.
] 


“What mischief is this which is brewing anew between Faneuil hall and the nation of God-dem-mees?  Will that focus of sedition be never extinguished? I apprehend the fire will take thro’ all the states and involve us again in the displeasure of our mother country.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  J. to Abigail Adams, July 7, 1785 (concerning a protest by Boston merchants against the heavy inflow of cheap British goods).
] 


“Supposing we are not involved in a new contest with Great Britain, this war may possibly renew that disposition in the powers of Europe to treat with us on liberal principles, a disposition which blazed out with enthusiasm on the conclusion of peace.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  J. to James Monroe, Nov. 11, 1784.
] 



	15.38.5
	illis quoque igni correptis
	“these too were already seized by the devouring flames”

	“A very dangerous Insurrection in Pittsylvania was prevented a few days ago by being discovered three days before it was to take place. The Ring-leaders were seized in their Beds. This dangerous fire is only smothered: when it will break out seems to depend altogether on events. It extends from Montgomery County along our Southern boundary to Pittsylvania and Eastward as far as James River: Indeed some suspicions have been raised of it’s having crept as far as Culpepper.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  J. to Virginia Delegates in Congress, Oct. 27, 1780 (J., then Virginia governor, writes concerning an ongoing insurrection by British loyalists in the southwestern counties of Virginia, aided by British agents).
] 



	15.40.1
	ut continuae violentiae campus et velut vacuum caelum occurreret
	“so that the raging devastation, hitherto uninterrupted, might find nothing to encounter but open fields and empty air”

	“I have been among those who have feared the design to introduce it here, & it has been a strong reason with me for wishing there was an ocean of fire between that island and us.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  J. to John Adams, Feb. 28,1796.
] 


“I have with great pain perceived your situation: and the more so as, being situated between two fires, a division of sentiment has arisen both in Congress & here, to which the resources of this country should be sent.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  J. to George Washington, July 2, 1780 (J., then Governor of Virginia, writes to Washington, commanding general of American forces in the Revolutionary War, regarding deployment of resources to the war effort).
] 



	15.51.1
	accendere et arguere coniuratos

	“to rouse the conspirators”
	“It is in our Seminary that that Vestal flame is to be kept alive. It is thence it is to spread anew over our own and the sister states.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  J. to James Madison, Feb. 17, 1826 (regarding the old tradition of “Whig” lawyering, which is to be nurtured at the University of Virginia).
] 


“Should any spark kindle these dispositions of our borderers into a flame, we are involved beyond recall by the eternal principles of justice to our citizens, which we will never abandon. In such an event, Spain cannot possibly gain, and what may she not lose?”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. to William Carmichael, Mar. 12, 1791 (written while J. was serving as President Washington’s Secretary of State, regarding the importance of Spain granting the United States a right of navigation on the Mississippi River; the sentence was omitted under President Washington’s objection that it was too direct).
] 


“We receive with deep regret daily information of the progress of insurrection and devastation in St. Domingo. Nothing indicates as yet that the evil is at it’s height, and the materials as yet untouched, but open to conflagration, are immense.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  J. to William Short, Jan. 5, 1792 (regarding the Haitian slave rebellion of that year).
] 



	15.53.4
	nisi si cupido dominandi cunctis adfectibus flagrantior est

	“were it not that, of all the passions which actuate the heart of man, the lust of reigning is the most vehement and flaming”

	“It is a lamentable circumstance that the only mediatory power acknoleged by both parties, instead of leading to a reconciliation his divided people, should pursue the incendiary purpose of still blowing up the flames as we find him constantly doing in every speech and public declaration.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  J. to William Small, May 7, 1775 (J. writes to his old teacher at William & Mary, now returned to England), laying responsibility for the impossibility of reconciliation between the mother country and her American colonies at the feet of King George III, a harbinger of the indictment of the king advanced by  J. in the Declaration of Independence).
] 



	16.29.1
	Marcellus ut erat torvus ac minax, voce vultu oculis ardesceret

	“As in these and the like flights of fury, Marcellus, even in his person horrid and grim, was raging against Thrasea, with eyes, voice, and visage all on fire”

	“We know that ardent spirit and hatred for tyrany which brought you into your present situation will enable you to bear up against it with the firmness which has distinguished you as a soldier”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  J. to George Mathews, Oct. 8, 1779.
] 


“I am sure that in estimating every man’s value either in private or public life, a pure integrity is the quality we take first into calculation, and that learning and talents are only the second. After these come benevolence, good temper &c. But the first is always that sort of integrity which makes a man act in the dark as if it was in the open blaze of day.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  J. to John Garland Jefferson, June 15, 1792.
] 





